
The White Coat Ceremony was first created by The 

Arnold P. Gold Foundation (APGF) more than 25 

years ago for medical schools. Launched in 2013, a 

groundbreaking collaboration between APGF and 

American Association of Colleges of Nursing has 

enabled 360 schools of nursing in 49 states to offer 

ceremonies designed to instill a commitment to 

providing compassionate care among the next 

generation of registered nurses.*

We welcome our newest nursing students and their 

guests to join us today as we celebrate the 2020 

White Coat Ceremony at UC Irvine!

*Quoted from American Association of Colleges of Nursing

What is the 

White Coat Ceremony?
White Coat Ceremony 

Program
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A Message from the Dean

As Founding Dean, I am excited to 

welcome our incoming undergraduate 

and MEPN students and their families 

to the Sue & Bill Gross School of 

Nursing - -Where compassionate care 

meets innovative research! Now more 

than ever, there is a significant demand 

of the nursing workforce. As we are 

preparing you to be leaders in your 

profession, I will be following your 

accomplishments, and am honored that 

you have embraced the UCI School of 

Nursing as your foundation in nursing 

science. You will experience 

exceptional and dedicated faculty who 

will prepare you well and will support 

you as you begin your journey to 

become a powerful force in 

transformative health care.

As our School of Nursing is embedded in a legacy of promoting 

the health of families and communities, we take great pride in 

having a role in your exciting future. No matter which specialty of 

nursing you choose to enter, you will have the opportunity to 

significantly promote health of populations in local, national, 

and global communities. As a result of the stellar education that 

you receive, you will be the leading voice in providing care 

through innovation and compassion to people from many walks of 

life, well-equipped with critical thinking strategies and skills. As 

you begin your education at the School of Nursing, I urge you to 

find your passion, hone your talents, and nurture them so that you 

can shape the health of our nation to help end disparities and 

create healthy places to live, work, and play.

We all have dreams and aspirations for our lives. Each and every 

one of us is designed to walk our own distinct path and 

accomplish something unique that will create positive change.

Welcome to your future – A time to celebrate challenges and 

discover new opportunities to create a healthier world for all who 

live here! 

Adey Nyamathi, PhD, ANP, FAAN

Founding Dean and Distinguished Professor

UCI Sue & Bill Gross School of Nursing
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Presentation of the White Coats

The Nightingale Pledge
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The Nightingale Pledge

We come together, joined as a community of 

learners

to pledge our commitment

to the highest standards of the nursing profession

as students in the UC Irvine Sue & Bill Gross 

School of Nursing.

We pledge our commitment to work together

and to support each other to excel.

We commit ourselves to ethical behavior, to 

honesty,

integrity, accountability, and professionalism

in all areas of learning.

As future professional nurses, we affirm our 

responsibility

to work hard and to gain the required nursing 

knowledge,

while always upholding the ethics of the nursing

profession.

We pledge to treat peers, faculty, staff and 

patients

with dignity and to respect their values and beliefs.

We pledge honesty in all interactions,

and we commit ourselves to continue our nursing 

education,

always adhering to those principles

so that we may best care for our patients

and our communities

and be living role models of excellence in nursing.


